
Oysters and scallops
are now naturally
colonising the reefs,
demonstrating strong
habitat suitability and
future potential for
multi-species systems.

The reefs are now
functioning as thriving
marine ecosystems.

Swan-Canning
Shellfish Reef
Restoration  

Learn more about
the project online

6ha HABITAT
RESTORED

14.3M MEDIA
REACH

31
SPECIES

160 TONNES
INTRODUCED

across reefs supporting
diverse marine life

+ 330+ participants

recorded on reefs

(~6 million mussels!) 

Reef Construction

24 REEFS
BUILT

1000–8000%
INCREASE

3+ YEARS OF
SURVEYS

35 JOBS
CREATED

across 4 locations

in fish biomass

tracking reef performance

+ $1.1M GDP contribution

Biodiversity Boost

Science in Action

Economic Impact

Mussel Seeding

Species Recovery

Ecosystem Function

Community Reach

Delivered by The Nature Conservancy in partnership with the WA Department of
Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions, and with support from Minderoo
Foundation, Lotterywest and the Australian Government, and private donors.
The project has restored critical habitat, improved biodiversity, and generated
valuable insights to guide future reef restoration across Australia. 

The Swan-Canning Shellfish Reef Restoration project:  
Restoring lost shellfish reef habitats in Perth’s Swan-Canning Estuary. 



Meet 
the Artist: 
Lily Wilson

Learn about Lily
and her inspiration
for this artwork

At its heart is the Wargul – the rainbow serpent and protector
of the river – surrounded by brightly coloured aquatic life. 

“I wanted to show the Wargul as a protector,” she explains.
“Especially with the shellfish reefs coming back, cleaning
the water and creating homes for other species. It felt
really important to tell that story visually.” 

To celebrate the success of the Swan-Canning Shellfish Reef
Restoration project, TNC commissioned emerging Aboriginal
artist Lily Wilson to create The Wargul and the Swan River, 
which features on a new sign sharing information about the reef.
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